
Immigration Policy: How are Health 
Centers Responding to Patient Needs?



AGENDA

• Immigration Resources Available
– Service Provider / Community Training Modules
– Immigration Community Toolkit
– Immigration Resource Page

• Public Charge Messaging Approach 

• National Health Center Immigration Workgroup

• COVID 19 Education & Outreach 



California Primary Care Association

Mission

• The mission of CPCA is to lead and position community clinics, health 
centers, and networks through advocacy, education and services as key 
players in the health care delivery system to improve the health status 
of their communities. 

• CPCA was founded in 1994 to create a unified, statewide voice for 
community clinics and health centers. 

1,366 Community Health Centers (CHCs) in California
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CA Community Health Centers

• 1 in 6 patients served by California Health Centers

– That equivocates to 7.4 million patients
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Combating the Chilling Effect

• BACKGROUND: Immigrants have been experiencing 
a cycle, known as the chilling effect:



Immigration Community Toolkit

• Community documents are available in:
• English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog & Vietnamese

1. THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM & COVID-19 for California 
Immigrants
• Overview of the U.S. healthcare system and how it applies to undocumented 

immigrants in California.

2. STAY HEALTHY: California Immigrants & COVID-19
• COVID-19 testing & treatment information; plus tools to advocate for your right 

to health.

3. FREE & AFFORDABLE FOOD for California Immigrants 
• Overview of safe and free food resources in California and how they relate to the 

public charge test.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qR3mUOXK23xswpHAPZCr7uU8k5GfkoMh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16CXnFmuAIJ_dT4hOjtFJvClrORbtfkfw?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1_AnBx9rSDqUXI9NqVfGjSpoZ8rEB3Y56
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1W_5ey-SUi7jF-K1Kzz47oWU9JzHmeLu1
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1MNwe6rerM-RA-72Sbf66alYgoqh6tVxI
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1VTmSWc3MRKD9DFVCN10z1ktGZcCPk6hN


Immigration Community Toolkit





Community Training Module

• Immigrant Health in California: Health Access, COVID-
19 & Public Charge
– With coordinated hand-outs that match the 

Powerpoint slides, presenter notes & talking points.

• Powerpoint available in English & Spanish

• Public Charge Assessment Tool: keepyourbenefits.org 
– Created by benefits experts and immigration lawyers to help you 

understand: 
• if there is a public charge test for your immigration plans or status
• if any public benefits are a problems for immigration.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tvaQQ6I6OQsirCzR43R8dr2YTnbsAwUG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m9MOMIDoyX69Eg7o_XzZ8R3kHsY1dXA9/view?usp=sharing


Reapproaching Public Charge 
Messaging 

• Be clear and concise 
– Avoid providing details of what the 2019 Public Charge rule, 

especially now that it’s no longer in effect

• Focus your presentation on public services available vs. 
details of PC rule

• Share updated statements by state or federal agencies making 
clear the public charge rule is no longer in effect 
– Highlight that COVID testing, treatment and vaccine are available 

to all regardless of immigration status



National Health Center 
Immigration Workgroup

• We invite you to join AAPCHO, NACHC and CPCA’s National 
Health Center Immigration Workgroup 
– We have NILC provide monthly updates on policy changes in the 

immigration space
– Have guest speakers on FW / Migrant health
– To register please go to: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NHCIWG_2018

• Find Resources at 
– CPCA’s Immigration Resource Pg: CPCA.ORG / IMMIGRATION
– Protecting Immigrant Families Campaign: 

https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NHCIWG_2018

