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Workshop Components 

1. Historical Perspectives and 

Legislation

2. Farmworker Population

3. Structure of the Migrant Health 

Program  

4. Resources for Technical Assistance 

and Training 



Historical Perspectives 



1850s - 1940s

1850s:  Technological innovation in agriculture

Advances in crop production, machinery, transportation and refrigeration, 

increase the demand for a migratory seasonallabor force.

1930-1936:  The Dust Bowl

Over-farming, poor soil management, and severe drought created vast 

dust storms in the lower Great Plains. Farmers in this area became the 

new migrants, traveling to California and other regions in search of work.

1942:  The Bracero Program

The US and Mexico signed what came to be known as The Bracero 

Agreement. With the onset of WWII, Mexican citizens were recruited to 

alleviate the labor shortages in the agricultural fields.  Hundreds of 

thousands of impoverished Mexicans migrated annually on temporary 

work visas to work as Braceros.



1950s

1951:  Extension of the Bracero Program

The Bracero Program is renewed.

1952:  H-2 Program

An amendment is passed to the Immigration and Nationality 

Act that creates a new visa program for agricultural 

workers, known as the H-2 Program, which mirrored the 

Bracero Program.

1955:  Social Security

Social Security coverage is extended to migrant 

farmworkers.



1960s - 1970s

1962: The Migrant Health Act

The Migrant Health Act provides for financial and technical aid to 

public and private non-profit agencies that provide community 

health services to migrant farmworkers and their families.

1964:  Bracero Program Ends

1970:  National Advisory Council

Reauthorization of Migrant Health Act mandates a National 

Advisory Council on Migrant Health.

Expanded eligibility and services

Grant assistance under the Migrant Health Act expands to include 

seasonal farmworkers (1970), health education and social services 

(1978).


