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There are six states that have traditionall
- seen the largest proportion of immigrants
the United States

California

Texas
Florida

New York
lllinois

New Jersey



In the past 15 to 20 years, immigrant
growth has been far more substantial in tl
Southeast and in the Midwest non
traditional immigrant states.



Immigrants are now found in many rural
as well as urban areas.

In fact, the numbers of Latino immigrants
In rural areas of the U.S. tripled between
1990 and 20009.



The recent economic downturn is pushing
some immigrants from rural to urban area



Table A1 {a)
Foreign-Born Population Growth and Native-Bom Employment Indicators, 1990 to 2000
States in Which Foreign-Borm Population Growth and Mative-Bom Employment Rates Have a Megative Correlation

Population {Age 16+): 2000 Change in Population, 1990-2000

Foreign MNative Foreign
Tatal Mative Bomn Bom Toalal Boarn Bomn
United States 208,782,718 180 540 988 28141, 730 14% 3% &1%

States with above-average foreign-born workforce growth and below-average native-born employment rate (FB +, NE =)

Morth Carokna

Arizona

South Caralina

Tennessas
Oklahoma
Kentucky
Alabama
Arkansas

2,204 745
3,789 904
2967 228
4 283414
2,341,446
3,033,743
3,321 257
1,909 132

2,817,580
3212018
2863180
4,143,688
2427 121
2,968 399
3,242 694
1,933,620

37 166
2T Bak
104 036
128 326
114 225
B3 244
78,562
53,326

2%
2%
18%
18%
12%
12%
11%
15%

1%
32%
16%%
15%
3%
11%
108
13%

2i8%
141%
147%
174%
104%
147%
112%
193%



Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act of 1996
(Welfare Reform Law)

signed into law on August 22, 1996

lllegal Immigrant Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996

(Immigration Reform Law)

signed into law on September 30, 1996

Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(Budget Act)
signed into law on August 5, 1997



—!

The lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of

A Made it more difficult to enter the United
States

A Made it more difficult to gain legal status
A Made it easier to get deported

A Restricted access to some public benefit
programs



—!
The 1996 Immigration Law did not:

A Make legal immigrants immediately
deportable if they participate in federal or
state funded programs.

A Deny all legal immigrants access to federal,
state, and local funded programs.

A Deny undocumented children the right to
receive a free public education.



True or False?

The Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) continues to exist?



False!

When the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) was
established, post 9/11/01, the
functions of INS were placed at

DHS.



—!
Two bureaus were established to

undertake some of the INS functions

AU.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS)

AU.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE)



e ————————————
BASIC DEFINITIONS

Immigrant
Undocumented Immigrant
Refugee

Asylee

Non-Immigrant



—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A What is an Immigrant?

An immigrant is a foreigiborn individual who
has been admitted to reside permanently in the
United States as a Lawful Permanent Resident
(LPR).



—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A What is an Undocumented Immigrant?

An undocumented immigrant is a person who Is
present in the U.S. without the permission of the
U.S. government.

Undocumented immigrants enter the U.S. either

A lllegally, without being inspected by an immigration
officer or by using false documents

A Legally, with a temporary visa, and then remain in the
US beyond the expiration date of the visa.



—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A What is a refugee?

A personoutsideof the United States who seeks
protection on the grounds that he or she fears
persecution in his or her homeland is a refugee.




—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

To attain refugee status, the person must prove
t hat he/ s Hoandéddearofa n we l
persecutiono on the ba
specificallyenumerated and internationally
recognized grounds.

A Race

Religion

Membership in a social group

Political opinion

National origin

> > > >
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The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A A person who haalready enterethe U.S.
and who fears persecution if sent back to his
country may apply foasylum here.

A Once granted asylum, the person is called an
Nasypl ee



—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A Like a refugee, an asylum applicant must alsc
prove t hat he-foundedfedn e
of persecutiono base
grounds.

A Both refugees and asylees may apply to
become LPRs after one year.



—!
There are two basic ways an

iIndividual can be sponsored for leg
status (or be admitted to permanen
reside In the U.S.):

Employmentbased
Immigration

Family-sponsored immigration



e —————————————————————
Employer Sponsorship

ASkills

AAvailability of Workers



e
Family Sponsorship




—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A How do Immigrants Get Admitted to
Permanently Reside Here?

Throughfamily-sponsored immigration a U.S.
citizen can sponsor his or her spouse, foreign
born parent (if the sponsor is over the age of 21)
minor and adult children, and brothers and
sisters. A lawful permanent resident can sponsol
his or her spouse, minor children and adult
unmarried children



Facts on Famihsponsored
Immigration

A Family-Sponsored Immigration is how U.S.
citizens and lawful permanent residents bring
family members from other countries to live
permanently in the U.S.

A Citizens may only bring their spouses,
unmarried children, parents (if the citizen is
over 21 years), married children, and brother:
and sisters (if the citizen is over 21 years).



Facts on Famihsponsored
Immigration

A Lawful Permanent Residents (LPRs) may
only bring their spouses and unmarried minot
and adult children.

A Neither citizens nor LPRs may bring in more
distant family members, such as aunts, uncle
and cousins.



Facts on Famihsponsored
Immigration

A Our immigration system divides the family
members eligible for sponsorship into 2 tiers.

Al mmedi at eof U.8. itgeéns v e s O
(excluding brothers and sisters, unmarried and
married adult children) receive an unlimited
number of visas each yeatr.

Al | ot her sfamilyapleferencent o t
systenrb whi ch has an annu
226,000 visas issued per year.



—!
Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration

Immigration Based on Family Relationships

Category U.S. SponsorRelationship Visas Allocated

Immediate | U.S. Spouses, Not numerically
relative Citizen unmarried limited

minor children | (approximately
and parents (if| 250,000 have
the citizen is 21been issued
years or older)|annually in
recent years.




—!

Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration
Immigration Based on Family Relationships

Category |U.S. Sponso} Relationship Visas Allocated
15t U.S. Unmarried 23,400 visas/year
Preference| Citizen adult children | plus any visas left
(21 years or |from the &
older) preference
2nd A LPR Spouses and |87,900 visas/yr
Preference minor children
2B LPR Unmarried  |26,300 visas/year
Preterence adult children
(21 years or
older)




—!

Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration
Immigration Based on Family Relationships

Category U.S. Sponsor | Relationship| Visas Allocated
39 PreferenceU.S. Citizen|Married 23,400
adult visas/year, plus

children |any visas left
from the Fand
2nd preferences

4th U.S. Citizen|Brothers | 65,000 visas/yr,
Preference |[(21 years or|and sisters| plus any left over
older) from the previous

preferences




—!

Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration

A Limits on Immigrants from One Country

In addition to the number of visas allocated to the
different categories, U.S. law also limits the
number of visas that may be issued to any one
country in a year.

Thi scopetry cei |l i ngo (
represents the total number of family preferences
andemploymembased visas that may be issued
to nationals of a given country.




—!

Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration

A Income Requirements

To begin the process, the citizen or LPR must file
a petition with CI S, s
for the family member

All citizens or LPRs wishing to petition for a
family member must also earn at least 125% of
the federal poverty level and sign a legally
enforceablaffidavit of supporpromising to
support the immigrant financially.




—!

Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration
-Income Requirements

A Petitioners are allowed to get another person
to cosign the affidavit of support on behalf of
the iImmigrant to satisfy this financial
requirement.

A In this case the esigner also assumes
unlimited liability to support the immigrant.



—!
Facts on FamihSponsored Immigration

-Income Requirements

A While this requirement was added to the law

In 1996 to ensure that immigrants will be
orovided for by family members and will not
pecome a npublic chail
nardworking but low paid Americans, it
closes off an opportunity to reunite with close
family members.




—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A What are NoAmmigrants?

Non-immigrants are individuals who are
permitted to enter the U.S. for a period of limited
duration, and are given only temporary visas.

Some noAmMmigrant (temporary) visas are given
to: students, tourists, temporary workers, busines

executives, and diplomats.



—!
The A, B, Cs of U.S. Immigration

A What is a Naturalized Citizen?

Lawful permanent residents are eligible to apply
for US citizenship through a process called
naturalization.

To qualify to naturalize, applicants must reside in
the U.S. for 5 years (3 If they are married to a
U.S. citizen), demonstrate a knowledge of U.S.
history and government, show they have
committed no serious crimes, have paid their
taxes, are of ngood mo
demonstrate that they understand, speak and wri
ordinary English.




NAd] ust ment of
the United States



Mr. & Mrs. Smith



—!
FACT PATTERN

Mrs. Smith has been married to Mr. Smith for 15
years. Mr. Smith was born in the United States in
Orlando, Florida. Mrs. Smith was born in Mexico
and is undocumented. She entered the U.S.
Awithout 1T nspectiono.

Query: Can Mr. Smith sponsor Mrs. Smith for
legal status while Mrs. Smith remains in the
United States?



Answer:

No! He cannot sponsor her while
she resides in the United States.



——
245 (i)

(A program for adjustment of status within the
United States)

This program ended on April 30, 2001 and
has not been renewed.



Three year bar

Ten year bar




Current Crisis/Current
Needs/Avoiding Scams



—!
Consequences of the Fallure to pa

Immigration Reform

State and Local Andimmigrant Laws and
Ordinances

Increased Bush Era ICE Raids



State and Local Law Enforcement of
Federal Immigration Laws

Can local police stop anyone and ask for
Immigration documents?



Enforcement of Immigration Law Is a
federal function

In principle, state and local police do
not have the authority ®nforce
federal immigration law




Stopping a Car



Approval by the U.S. Department of
Homel and Security
state and federal law enforcement
the 287(g) program

http://www.ice.gov/partners/287g/Section
287 _g.htm



Dri ver 6s L1 cense

REAL ID Act
Signed into law May 11, 2005

This law effectively denies access
to state driver o0s
undocumented persons



—!

Matricula Consular (México)

Guatemalan Consular
|dentification Card

These cards are accepted by many
governmental agencies as legal identification.
Many banks allow these cards to be used to
open bank accounts for people who do not have
Social Security Numbers.
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CERTIFICADO DE MATRICULA CONSULAR

Los nacionales mexicanos, al cambiar su lugar de residencia al extranjero, podran informar de ello a la Oficina
Consular mas cercana su domicilio. En caso de requerirlo, el interesado podra solicitar la obtencion de un
Certificado de Matricula Consular. Para ello sera necesario cumplir los siguientes requisitos:

*

¢ 4+ 4 9

L g

Acreditar la nacionalidad mexicana con alguno de los siguientes documentos: a) copia
certificada del Acta de Nacimiento Mexicana; o b) Certificado de Nacionalidad; o c)
Carta de Naturalizacion; o d) Declaracién de Nacionalidad Mexicana por Nacimiento o €)
pasaporte vigente. Del documento presentado, se debera aportar una fotocopia.

Una identificacion oficial con fotografia y su correspondiente fotocopia.

Acreditar su domicilio dentro de la circunscripciéon consular

Dos fotografias de frente, a colores, de 2.5 cm. X 3 cm.

Efectuar el pago de los derechos, de conformidad con la Ley Federal de Derechos en
vigor.

En el exclusivo caso de las Oficinas Consulares de México ubicadas en los Estados
Unidos de América, también se puede solicitar la Matricula Consular Tipo Credencial.
Los requisitos son los mismos, a excepcion de que no se deberan proporcionar las dos
fotografias, ya que en este formato, la foto viene integrada al documento.

Regresar pégina anterior
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