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Farmworker 

Health Network
The Farmworker Health Network 

works cooperatively with HRSA 

to provide training and technical 

assistance to over a thousand 

Community & Migrant Health 

Centersthroughout the U.S. 



Workshop 
Components 

ÅOverview of agricultural 
worker health and safety 
concerns
ÅService delivery 

innovations
ÅResources for health 

centers to address issues 
for agricultural workers. 



To understand the challenges faced 
by agricultural workers living and 
working in our nation today, it is 
important to understand where this 
system of labor came from and what 
efforts have been made over the 
years to insure their access to 
healthcare services. 



Events leading up to MH Program

Advances in crop 
production, machinery,  
transportation and 
refrigeration, increase the 
demand for a migratory 
seasonal labor force

мурлΩǎ

World War I and the 
Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1917

1917 ς1921 

Dust Bowl and start of 
domestic migration

1930 ς1936 

Farm Security 
Administrationis 
established

1937

Recruitment & 
employment of Mexican 
citizens during WWII

мфпнΥ ά.ǊŀŎŜǊƻ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅέ 

Public Health Service 
establishes the Migrant 
Health Unit

мфрлΩǎ



1960

ω9ŘǿŀǊŘ wΦ aǳǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ άIŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
{ƘŀƳŜέ ŀƛǊŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ 

1962

ωThe Migrant Health Act signed into law by 
President John F. Kennedy

1970
ωReauthorization of Migrant Health Act created 

the National Advisory Council on Migrant 
Health and added seasonal workers



Timeline of Legislative Action

Migrant Health Act
Aid to agencies that provide 
community health services 
to agricultural workers and 
their families

1962 1983 1996 2010

2014
20091975 1992

Migrant and Seasonal 
Agricultural Worker 
Protection Act 
Basic labor protections  under labor 

contractors

Health Centers 
Consolidation Act
Consolidates MHC, HCH, public 
housing and CHCs under Section 
330 Authority

ACA Enacted
Includes a major expansion of 
health centers, dedicating $9.5 
billion to serve 20 million new 
patients by 2015 and $1.5 billion 
for capital needs for new health 
centers.

Public Health Service Act 
Health Center Program authorized 
under Section 330 of the Public 
Health Service Act.

Worker Protection 
Standard 
sets minimum standards for 
protecting farmworkers from 
pesticide exposure

ARRA
stimulus legislation provides for 
$2 Billion for the CHC Program 
(25% for services, 75% for 
construction, renovation and HIT).

ACA fully 
implemented

1987

Field Sanitation 
Standard 
Requires agricultural 
employers to provide 
potable water, toilets and 
handwashing facilities in 
the fields


