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While we most often hear about Sex Trafficking happening in countries outside of the 
United States, this is certainly happening in our own back yards.  Not only are children 
brought into the U.S. and American children trafficked into other countries, we are 
seeing an incredibly high number of children and adolescents trafficked within our own 
borders. 
========================================= 
In 2005, the number of identified victims of human trafficking was estimated at 12.3 
million people. Based on the 2012 ILO report, modern slavery around the world 
currently claims an estimated 20.9 million victims at any given time. That is an increase 
of approximately 70% globally. 
 
Human trafficking is an estimated $32 billion/year industry and growing. It is second to 
drug trafficking. 
 
14.2 million are victims of forced labour exploitation in economic activities, such as 
agriculture, construction, domestic work or manufacturing. 
 
4.5 million are victims of forced sexual exploitation. 
 
2.2 million are in state-imposed forms of forced labour, for example in prisons, or in 
work imposed by the state military or by rebel armed forces. 
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5.5 million are below 18 years of age. 
 
The percentage of women and girls used in sexual exploitation in the private economy is 
98% 
 
The percentage of women and girls used in labor exploitation in the private economy is 
40% 
 
The percentage of children used in sexual exploitation in the private economy is 21% 
 
The percentage of children used in labor exploitation in the private economy is 27% 
 
Women and girls make up 55% of the total victims used in forced labor and sexual 
exploitation. 
 
Many trafficked persons have a very short life span. Those working in forced labour may 
die from malnutrition, disease, accident and/or injury, or other causes, whilst most of 
those forced into the sex industry quickly contract sexually transmitted diseases, 
including HIV and AIDS and may also suffer from malnutrition, or from injuries from 
sexual violence or punishment. Some commit suicide because of the atrocities they are 
forced to endure. 
 
The average life expectancy of a child victim is 7 years. 
 
================================ 
Source:  FBI 
http://www.fbi.gov/stats-services/publications/law-enforcement-
bulletin/march_2011/human_sex_trafficking 
 
 
Human sex trafficking is the most common form of modern-day slavery. Estimates place 
the number of its domestic and international victims in the millions, mostly females and 
children enslaved in the commercial sex industry for little or no money.1 The terms 
human trafficking and sex slavery usually conjure up images of young girls beaten and 
abused in faraway places, like Eastern Europe, Asia, or Africa. Actually, human sex 
trafficking and sex slavery happen locally in cities and towns, both large and small, 
throughout the United States, right in citizens’ backyards. 
 
Not only is human sex trafficking slavery but it is big business. It is the fastest-growing 
business of organized crime and the third-largest criminal enterprise in the world.2 The 
majority of sex trafficking is international, with victims taken from such places as South 
and Southeast Asia, the former Soviet Union, Central and South America, and other less  
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developed areas and moved to more developed ones, including Asia, the Middle East, 
Western Europe, and North America.3 
 
Ms. Walker-Rodriquez Mr. Hill  
Ms. Walker-Rodriquez is an assistant state’s attorney in Baltimore County and a current 
member of the Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force. Mr. Hill, a retired police 
lieutenant, is an assistant state’s attorney in Baltimore County and a current member of 
the Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force.  
Unfortunately, however, sex trafficking also occurs domestically.4 The United States not 
only faces an influx of international victims but also has its own homegrown problem of 
interstate sex trafficking of minors.5 
 
Although comprehensive research to document the number of children engaged in 
prostitution in the United States is lacking, an estimated 293,000 American youths 
currently are at risk of becoming victims of commercial sexual exploitation.6 The 
majority of these victims are runaway or thrown-away youths who live on the streets 
and become victims of prostitution.7 These children generally come from homes where 
they have been abused or from families who have abandoned them. Often, they 
become involved in prostitution to support themselves financially or to get the things 
they feel they need or want (like drugs). 
 
Other young people are recruited into prostitution through forced abduction, pressure 
from parents, or through deceptive agreements between parents and traffickers. Once 
these children become involved in prostitution, they often are forced to travel far from 
their homes and, as a result, are isolated from their friends and family. Few children in 
this situation can develop new relationships with peers or adults other than the person 
victimizing them. The lifestyle of such youths revolves around violence, forced drug use, 
and constant threats.8 
 
Among children and teens living on the streets in the United States, involvement in 
commercial sex activity is a problem of epidemic proportion. Many girls living on the 
street engage in formal prostitution, and some become entangled in nationwide 
organized crime networks where they are trafficked nationally. Criminal networks 
transport these children around the United States by a variety of means—cars, buses, 
vans, trucks, or planes—and often provide them counterfeit identification to use in the 
event of arrest. The average age at which girls first become victims of prostitution is 12 
to 14. It is not only the girls on the streets who are affected; boys and transgender youth 
enter into prostitution between the ages of 11 and 13 on average.9 
 
================================== 
From the International Labour Organization  
http://www.ilo.org/sapfl/Informationresources/ILOPublications/WCMS_182004/lang-- 
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en/index.htm 
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United States case law concerning domestic acts of human trafficking: 
http://www.unodc.org/cld/search.jspx?f=en%23caseLaw%40country_label_s%3aUnite
d%5c+States%5c+of%5c+America 
 
Some cases: 
USA144 United States v. John Lee Geiler Jr. and Darrill Gray  
Geiler took a minor to a motel and gave her crack cocaine. He later told her that she 
would have to pay off the debt for the cocaine she used. He took the victim to his co-
defendant Darrill Gray so she could work off her drug debt by working as a prostitute. 
She was given more crack by Gray who also used violence to stop her from leaving his 
house. She left with a client who promised to give Gray crack cocaine and instead was 
taken to a shelter. Gray pled guilty to child trafficking and was sentenced to 60 months. 
Geiler pled guilty to child trafficking and sentenced to 45 months. 
 
USA147 United States v Marcus Sewell  
Defendant Sewell, age 34 at the time he was arrested, advertised two minor girls as 
escorts on internet sites, including Craigslist. Between April 2005 and June 2006, he 
acted as the girls’ pimp and transported them between California, Nevada, and Florida, 
for the purpose of prostituting themselves. He was arrested in 2006 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, after a foot chase. 
 
USA132 United States v Brandon Keith Hill  
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In 2005, Hill was arrested for a prostitution scheme involving both adult and minor 
females. Hill operated this scheme along with several individuals, who are unidentified 
in the court documents, and across multiple states. This sex trafficking ring operated 
mainly at truck and highway rest stops, and as noted above involved several minors who 
Hill would transport to each location in order to prostitute them. In 2006, Hill was found 
guilty. Hill later appealed his sentence based on the court’s departure from the 
applicable sentencing guidelines and his sentence was remanded, with a slight 
downward departure (from 210 months to 174 months). 
 
USA082 United States v. Don L. Elbert II  
The defendant Don Elbert trafficked three sisters, a 15-year old, and two 14-year old 
twins, in Kansas City, Missouri. According to information provided by the victims to law 
enforcement, Elbert picked up the victims shortly after meeting them outside of a liquor 
store. Elbert then coerced the victims – who lived with him – into engaging in 
commercial sex acts. Elbert demanded that each child earn a minimum of $60 each 
night. The girls were not permitted to leave the streets until Elbert was satisfied that 
they had earned enough money. Elbert warned the children they he was monitoring 
them at all times, and had sexually assaulted all three victims. 
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Show CHOSEN trailer 2m  
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U.S. Trafficking in Persons Annual Report by the U.S. Department of State 
 
National Report on Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking by Shared Hope International 
 
Men Who Buy Sex with Adolescent Girls: A Scientific Research Study by The Schapiro 
Group 
 
Protected Innocence Challenge: State-by-State Grades by Shared Hope International 
 
Adolescent Girls in the Texas Sex Trade by Schapiro Group for Dallas Women's 
Foundation 
 
Fort Worth Human Trafficking Assessment by Shared Hope International 
 
Dallas Human Trafficking Assessment by Shared Hope International 
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Trafficker vs. Pimp 
Media and pop culture has normalized the word "pimp" and made it into a common term, that 
to youth implies someone that is not explicitly exploiting others for economic benefit. It's 
important for the facilitator to discuss the differences between what pop culture understands 
as a "pimp" and a person who is acting as a "trafficker". 
 
Those who work with victims of trafficking may prefer to use the term "trafficker" instead of 
"pimp" to imply the seriousness of the offense. 
=============== 
Some might see these interludes as exchanges between consenting adults, or at the very least, 
consenting criminals, if the prostitute is, indeed, an adult and seemingly free to come and go as 
she pleases. They may call it a victimless crime, seeing domestic prostitution as something very 
different from human sex trafficking - with its cross-border abductions and brutal coercion - a 
scourge that's come to the forefront of news in recent years. 
 
But are they so different, after all? Increasingly, experts in the field are saying no, and applying 
the label human trafficking to homegrown prostitution. And now more lawmakers, police and 
prosecutors across the country are starting to shift their view on this, too. Increasingly, they are 
focusing on arresting traffickers and customers (pimps and johns, as it were) and on getting 
help for prostitutes. 
 
============================== 
Street prostitution becomes trafficking when a pimp uses force, fraud and/or coercion to 
maintain control over the person providing commercial sexual services and cause the person to  
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engage in commercial sex acts.  An individual engaged in street prostitution under the age of 18 
is considered a victim of sex trafficking regardless of the presence of force, fraud or coercion.  
Common means of control include: 
================================ 
John or Buyer: A person paying another for sexual gratification, control, and/or domination. The 
term “john” comes from the alias often used by customers in order to remain anonymous. The 
john drives the entire system. Without buyer, there would not be a seller and there would not 
be a victim. The demand for commercial sexual services fuels the problem of domestic minor 
sex trafficking. Victims of domestic minor sex trafficking are forced to sell their bodies to meet 
this demand. 
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Source:  http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview/the-traffickers 
 
“The Traffickers” 
 
Human traffickers lure and ensnare individuals into labor trafficking and sex trafficking 
situations using methods of control such as force, fraud, or coercion.  There is no one 
profile of a trafficker.  Essentially, human traffickers can be anyone who is willing to 
exploit another human being for profit. 
 
 
Traffickers include those who recruit, transport, harbor, obtain, and exploit victims, 
often using force, threats, lies, or other physical and psychological methods of control.  
They can be foreign nationals and U.S. citizens, males and females, family members, 
intimate partners, acquaintances, and strangers. 
 
Based on an analysis of human trafficking cases that have been identified, examples of 
potential traffickers include: 
 
Pimps  
Intimate partners/family members  
Gangs and criminal networks  
Brothel and fake massage business owners and managers  
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Growers and crew leaders in agriculture  
Labor brokers  
Employers of domestic servants  
Small business owners and managers  
Large factory owners and corporations  
 
Traffickers lure victims into exploitative situations often by preying on their hopes to 
improve their lives and the lives of their families. They often promise a chance for a 
better life – a good job, a loving relationship, or new and exciting opportunities. In other 
cases, traffickers kidnap victims and use physical and psychological violence to control 
them, forcing them into labor or commercial sexual exploitation. 
 
A wide range of criminals, including individual pimps, family operations, small 
businesses, loose-knit decentralized criminal networks, and international organized 
criminal operations, can be human traffickers. Often the traffickers and their victims 
share the same national, ethnic, or cultural background, allowing the trafficker to better 
understand and exploit the vulnerabilities of their victims. 
 
There are two primary factors that drive human traffickers: high profits and low risk. 
This powerful combination is driving the explosive spread of human trafficking, making 
it one of the fastest-growing criminal industries in the world. 
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Images of Actual Traffickers   
Jason Ritter (Source: LMDC)LOUISVILLE, KY (WAVE) - The first person in Louisville 
convicted of human trafficking has been sentenced to 10 years in prison with no 
probation. 
In September, Jason Ritter entered a guilty plea on the morning his trial was set to 
begin. 
Ritter was convicted of human trafficking, unlawful transaction with a minor, possession 
of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. 
He cannot get probation, and he must serve 85 percent of his 10-year sentence before 
he is eligible for parole. 
The victim in the case, a 17-year-old girl, told police that Ritter and a women supplied 
her with heroin and coerced her into prostitution 
 
Amarillo man sentenced in Odessa sex trafficking case by Aziza Musa 
September 26, 2012 
An Amarillo man was sentenced Tuesday to 26 years in federal prison after he was 
convicted of promoting a sex trafficking operation in Odessa. 
Brian Phea, 25, also will be placed under supervised release for 25 years after 
completing his prison sentence. In July, a federal jury found Phea guilty of child sex 
trafficking and promoting a business through prostitution, according to court records. In 
March, Phea met a 14-year-old Houston girl on the social media website Tagged and 
sent her a message asking her to come to Amarillo so he could care for her, according  
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to a Texas Ranger’s affidavit. Phea bought the girl’s bus ticket to Amarillo, where he 
picked her up and later had sex with her at his mother’s home at an undisclosed 
location. Phea drove the girl to Odessa the next day, when he took her to a hotel with 
other girls. Phea bought a cellphone for the girl, who learned Phea had created a 
website offering her sexual services for sale, authorities said. On March 16, a prostitute 
showed up at the girl’s hotel room with new clothes, but the girl said she didn’t want to 
sell her body. Phea then came to the hotel room, slapped both females and ruptured 
the girl’s eardrum, the affidavit said. Phea then used a hand-held Taser on both women; 
a medical examination of the girl revealed injuries consistent with a Taser injury, the 
Ranger’s affidavit said.The next day, Phea took the girl to another hotel in Odessa, 
where he forced her to have sex with a man for $140, and Phea then asked his 
codefendant Trevin Rounds, 27, to drive the girl back to Houston. During the return trip, 
authorities in Eden, about 45 miles southeast of San Angelo, stopped the car on a traffic 
violation and got consent to search text messages from the phone Phea bought her, 
revealing texts linked to the prostitution operation. Rounds, who is still in custody, was 
convicted in July of possession of child pornography and coercion of a minor, charges 
that carry at least 10 years in prison 
 
Tevon Harris aka “Da Kidd” and “King Kidd,” 22, of Houston, will be spending the next 40 
years in prison as a result of his convictions on two counts of trafficking children under 
18 for commercial sex, announced United States Attorney Kenneth Magidson. Harris 
pleaded guilty April 9, 2014. 
 
 
SAN ANTONIO — It took jurors about an hour to decide Frank Lara, 41, was guilty of 
trafficking two teen runaways, ages 13 and 16, into prostitution in October 2012. 
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FBI Sting recovers 105 minors  
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From Left to Right, top row: Leah King, Abel Reyna, Gregorio Arrambide. Bottom row: 
Samantha Arrambide, April Ramirez. (Photos courtesy of Lubbock Police Department) 
 
“Five Arrested in Prostitution Sting in Lubbock”  by Allen Corbin, August 1, 2013 
Source:  KFYO.com 
 
Five people were arrested Wednesday night and in the early morning hours Thursday 
for compelling prostitution and human trafficking. 
 
Lubbock Police conducted an online prostitution sting last night at the Red Roof Inn at 
6624 I-27 at 11:30 Wednesday night. 
 
During the arrest officers discovered a juvenile female was being used as a prostitute. 
Later into the early morning hours today another sting was set up at the motel around 
2:45 a.m. and more arrests were made and another juvenile female was discovered to 
be used for prostitution was taken into custody. 
The five arrested all face charges of compelling prostitution, human trafficking, and 
aggravated promotion of prostitution. Those arrested in the first sting are 19-year old 
April Ramirez, 24-year old Gregori Arrambide, and 20-year old Samantha Arrambide. 
The other two arrested in the second sting are 21-year old Leah King and 29-year old 
Abel Reyna, Jr. The investigation is still ongoing. 
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Rickey tattoo 
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2011/oct/31/pimps-recruiting-underage-girls-san-diego-
county-t/ 
 
Back 
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=211751 
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Roman ‘Suave’ Thomas III and his female accomplice, Shanteria Sanders, reportedly 
charged johns up to $100 per hour to have sex with a teenaged runaway nicknamed 
‘Sparkle.’ When the young girl threatened to leave, police say she was branded. 
 
Read more: http://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/pimp-forces-teen-runaway-
tattoo-eyelids-article-1.1303396#ixzz2g0sDIpj9 
====================== 
http://folksalert.com/police-track-pimps-tattoos-prostitutes/ 
Police Track Pimps By The Tattoos On Prostitutes  
 
   
 
Posted by  
 
 
 
 
By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
 
Source NY Times 
 
We think of branding as something ranchers do to their cattle. But it’s also what pimps  
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do to women and girls they control across America. 
 
Taz, a 16-year-old girl here in New York City, told me that her pimp had branded three 
other girls with tattoos bearing his name. When she refused the tattoo, she said, he held 
her down and carved his name on her back with a safety pin. 
 
More about Taz in a moment. That kind of branding isn’t universal, but it’s very 
common. An alleged pimp indicted last month in Manhattan is accused of tattooing his 
street name on a prostitute’s neck, along with a bar code. He allegedly tattooed another 
prostitute with a symbol of his name on her pubic area, along with a dollar sign. In each 
case, the message was clear: They were his property, and they were for sale. 
 
Such branding is a reminder that women being sold on the streets in America are — not 
always, but often — victims rather than criminals. That consciousness is spreading, and 
we are finally seeing considerable progress in tackling domestic sex trafficking. 
 
So far, in 2012, states have passed more than 40 laws relating to human trafficking, 
according to Megan Fowler of Polaris Project, an anti-trafficking organization. 
 
Prosecutors and police are increasingly targeting pimps and johns, and not just the 
women and girls who are their victims. In Manhattan, the district attorney’s office 
recently started a sex trafficking program and just secured its most comprehensive 
indictments for sex trafficking. Likewise, a federal prosecutor in Virginia brought sex 
trafficking charges last month against a man accused of selling a 14-year-old girl in 
several states. 
 
Now President Obama is said to be planning an initiative on human trafficking. I’m 
hoping that he will direct the attorney general to make sex trafficking a higher federal 
priority and call on states to pass “safe harbor” laws that treat prostituted teenage girls 
as victims rather than criminals. 
 
The other important shift is growing pressure on Backpage.com, a classified advertising 
Web site that dominates the sex trafficking industry. Calls for Village Voice Media, which 
owns Backpage, to end its links to sex trafficking have come from attorneys general from 
48 states, dozens of mayors from around the country, and some 240,000 Americans who 
have signed a petition on Change.org. 
 
Resolutions are pending in the Senate and House calling on Village Voice Media to get 
out of this trade. At least 34 advertisers have dropped Village Voice Media publications, 
including the flagship, Village Voice in New York City. 
 
In its defense, Village Voice Media notes that it screens ads and cooperates with the  
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police. That’s true, but Taz — the 16-year-old with her former pimp’s name carved into 
her back — told me that three-quarters of her “dates” had come from Backpage. 
 
I met Taz at Gateways, a treatment center outside New York City. She told me that she 
ran away from home in New York City at the age of 14 and eventually ended up in the 
hands of a violent 20-year-old pimp who peddled her on Backpage. 
 
Skeptics mostly believe that prostitutes sell sex voluntarily, while anti-trafficking 
advocates sometimes suggest that they are almost all forced into the trade. The truth is 
more complicated. 
 
Taz wasn’t locked up, and, at times, she felt a romantic bond with her pimp. She 
distrusted the police — with reason, for when officers found her in December, they 
arrested her and locked her up for four months in juvenile detention. 
 
Yet Taz wasn’t exactly selling sex by choice, either. She said her pimp issued his four girls 
a daily quota of money to earn; if they didn’t, he would beat them. They could never 
leave, either, Taz said, and she explained what happened when her pimp caught her 
trying to run away: 
 
“I got drowned,” she recalled. “He choked me, put me in the tub, and when I woke up, I 
was drowning. He said he’d kill me if I left.” 
 
Another time, Taz says, she tried to call 911. “He hit me over the head with a glass 
bottle,” she recalls. Then he ordered another of his girls to sweep up the broken glass. 
 
I bet the police looked at Taz and saw an angry, defiant prostitute who hated them and 
didn’t want to be rescued. There was an element of truth to that. But there’s another 
side as well, now visible, and it underscores the importance of helping these girls rather 
than giving up on them. Taz is emerging as a smart, ambitious girl with dazzling 
potential. She loves reading and writing, and when I asked her what she wanted to be 
when she grows up, she smiled a bit self-consciously. 
 
“I’d like to be a pediatrician,” she said. 
- See more at: http://folksalert.com/police-track-pimps-tattoos-

prostitutes/#sthash.Xlj9gd2z.dpuf 
 

======================== 
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Buyer = “John” 
All ethnicities, races, socio-economic and educational backgrounds 
State/county employees, police, doctors, professors, soldiers, lawyers, pastors, 
students, ANYBODY 
Majority in long-term relationships 
75% purchased sex for the first time between the ages of 16-25 years. 
“Deconstructing The Demand for Prostitution: Preliminary Insights From Interviews 
With Chicago Men Who Purchase Sex” 
 
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation, May 2008 
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“Deconstructing The Demand for Prostitution: Preliminary Insights From Interviews 
With Chicago Men Who Purchase Sex” 
 
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation, May 2008 
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SEX ACTS:  46-48% of men interviewed purchased sex in order to obtain sex acts they 
either felt uncomfortable asking of their partner or which their partner refused to 
perform.. 
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Prostitution Sting Nets Arrest of Retired Police Officer 
by Rob Snyder.  September 10, 2013 
http://kfyo.com/prostitution-sting-nets-arrest-of-retried-police-officer/ 
 
Late Tuesday afternoon, the Lubbock Police Department announced that an undercover 
prostitution sting operation netted the arrest of an individual. The operation conducted 
by LPD has occurred over the past several days. The sting was launched when LPD 
received a tip that someone was impersonating a police office “for the purposes of 
prostitution”. 
 
The man arrested is a retired Lubbock Police Officer. 58 year-old John Cason (pictured) 
was arrested and charged with Class B Misdemeanor prostitution. He was booked into 
the Lubbock County Jail and bonded out. 
 
LPD’s investigation is currently ongoing. 
 
======================================= 
LPD Posts Prostitution Mugshots on Facebook 
October 24, 2012 
 
http://www.everythinglubbock.com/story/lpd-posts-prostitution-mugshots-on-
facebook/d/story/hauaYy5F802_zgIbGi8XQA 
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Have you checked the Lubbock Police Department Facebook page lately? 
 
Maybe you should.  
 
Last night the department posted mug shots and names of men who have been arrested 
for soliciting prostitution.  
 
"I wouldn't say its a major problem and I wouldn't say that we have more or less than 
anybody else or that numbers have changed or anything," Stewart said. "I would say 
that it is present and it is something that is in Lubbock." 
 
The pictures have been causing quite a stir-getting almost 50 likes on Facebook.  
 
Many users commented in support of the plan.  
 
Others mentioned which of the men they recognize. 
 
A local lawyer is on the list of those arrested.  
 
"Its just another warning and hopefully a preventative measure to that person thinking 
maybe a little bit harder and longer before they partake in this kind of activity." Sergeant 
Jonathan Stewart said.  
 
Dr. Elizabeth Trejos is an Assistant Professor at Texas Tech in the College of Human 
Sciences.  
 
She says the plan is more than just a deterrent but a way to make people more aware of 
what's going on in our own backyard.  
 
"I think it is important to raise consciousness in the population and in the community 
that this is really happening," Trejos said.  
 
She says she is happy the police department is taking the first steps to helping fight this 
issue.  
 
 "That's the key is that we need to start doing something," Trejos said. "Even though it is 
just starting at the experimental level, it's important that we are doing it." 
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VIEWING ALL WOMEN AS PROSTITUTES:  
Though 40% of interviewees felt that women in prostitution were different from non-
prostituted women, others held the view that all women are “prostitutes” or can be 
bought. Therefore, there is no perceived harm done when purchasing a woman in 
prostitution since all women are viewed as “for sale”. The only perceived difference is 
that a man must buy a woman who is not a prostitute dinner and/or gifts in order to 
obtain sex from her. 
 
“Prostitutes are like a product, like cereal. You go to the grocery, pick the brand you 
want, and pay for it. It’s business.” 
“Regardless if you have sex with a woman who is a prostitute; women are all the same, 
they all make you pay. I see no difference in women as a whole.” 
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Disorders of Extreme Stress Not Otherwise Specified  
Causes disturbances in 6 areas of functioning 
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In the book “Girls Like Us: “Fighting for a World Where Girls Are Not for Sale”, the 
author writes about aspects of our world that treats girls and women as if they are 
sellable items.  The advertising of this “market” is all around us:  media, retail products. 
 
Pimping has gone mainstream. The exploitation of women lives and thrives in pop 
culture, as it booms through our headphones, plays on our television screens and is 
displayed on every billboard in the city. 
 
Images in the slide are similar to advertising tactics used by Big Tobacco in luring 
children and desensitizing them to the pimp culture (i.e. use of cartoon characters 
selling tobacco products). 
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Examples of how the Pimp Culture has gone from being a deep, dark secret to 
normalization and a part of our widespread culture. 
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The Pole Dance product reads: “Unleash the sex kitten inside…simply extend the 
Peekaboo pole inside the tube, slip on the sexy tunes and away you go!”  
 
Further examples of how this has become more widespread over the years – even with 
toys for children. 
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Shared Hope International has provided a list of recommendations for DMST.  
If you are a professional interacting with a suspected victim, there are other 
recommendations  - see handouts  
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Shared Hope International has provided a list of recommendations for DMST.    
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Shared Hope International  
http://sharedhope.org/ 
 
The Polaris Project  
 
TRAFFICK 911 
 
The Texas Human Trafficking Prevention Task Force Report 2012 
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