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Farmworker Justice &  
National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership 

• Farmworker Justice seeks to empower 
migrant and seasonal farmworkers to 
improve their living and working 
conditions, immigration status, health, 
occupational safety, and access to justice. 
– www.farmworkerjustice.org 

 
• National Center for Medical-Legal 

Partnership’s mission is to mainstream an 
integrated medical-legal approach to 
health and health care for people and 
populations.  
– www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

 
 
 

http://www.farmworkerjustice.org/
http://www.medical-legalpartnership.org/
http://www.medical-legalpartnership.org/
http://www.medical-legalpartnership.org/


What is a Medical-Legal Partnership? 
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Making the connection: 
Legal problems are health problems. 

Common Legal Problem Social Determinant of Health 
 

Families wrongfully denied food supports 
or housing subsidies 

Lack of basic resources 
 

Children living in housing with mold or 
rodents, in violation of housing laws 

Physical environment 

Seniors wrongfully denied long-term care 
coverage 

Lack of access to insurance 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 



Why are MLPs important in 
farmworker communities? 

• Promotes coordination and sharing 
of resources 
 

• Encourages knowledge-sharing about 
farmworker issues including workers’ 
compensation, immigration, and 
occupational safety and health 
 

• Empowers farmworkers to improve 
their health, living, and working 
conditions by connecting them to 
both health and legal services 
 

• Addresses systemic problems that 
lead to poor health outcomes 

© Earl Dotter 
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 Medical-Legal Partnership 
Approach 

 

Building a healthcare team able to identify, treat 
and prevent health-harming legal needs for 

patients, clinics and populations. 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

 
 
 

MLP is NOT About More Referrals for 
Scarce Legal Resources 

 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

Individual patient legal interventions are 

pathways to finding the policy interventions 

for improving population health. 

The Medical-Legal Partnership Approach 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

MLPs help patients with I-HELP® issues 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 



Available at Farmworker Justice’s website 

http://www.farmworkerjustice.org/sites/default/files/Medical_Legal_Partnership_FINAL_WEB.pdf


FJ & HOP’s Medical-Legal 
Partnership Guide 

• Toolkit for farmworker-serving health centers and 
legal services organizations 

 

• Interviewed 17 migrant health centers and 
farmworker legal services organizations  

 
        

 

Addresses challenges and recommendations specific 
to the unique needs of farmworker communities 
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Medical-Legal Partnership 
Integration 

Programs are in different stages of development and 
impact 
• Referral Network 
• Partially Integrated MLP 
• Fully Integrated MLP 

Every medical-legal partnership program can advance 
down the continuum toward a fully integrated 
MLP. 
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Healthcare partners 

• Designate healthcare team directors with 
protected time 

• Access to interpreter, translation, social 
work and IT support 

• Private space for on-site MLP activities 
with necessary IT features 

• Periodic integration of key healthcare 
leadership  



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
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Integration is everything 

• MOU is an opportunity to prioritize 
integration 

• Set joint priorities 
• Outline individual responsibilities  
• Shared ownership for MLP activities 



A fully-integrated farmworker MLP may look 
different from “traditional” MLPs 

 
• A “traditional” fully-integrated MLP may not be feasible 

in farmworker communities 

 

• Examples of integrated farmworker MLPs: 

– Referrals  

– Cross-training on health and legal issues of 
farmworkers 

– Policy advocacy 

– Board participation  

 

 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
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PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 

POPULATION 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

Training 
 
Attorneys trained healthcare providers how to screen 
at-risk patients for utility shut off and write protection 
letters. 

Healthcare providers 

wrote letters 

protecting 193 

families. 

What happened when the heat went off? 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
Department of Health Policy 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 

POPULATION 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

New Energy Clinic 
 
Attorneys opened new legal clinic at hospital to help 
families who healthcare providers referred for utility 
shutoff. 

Attorneys helped families 

get heat and electricity 

turned back on. 

What happened when the heat went off? 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
Department of Health Policy 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 

POPULATION 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

Utility Letter in the EMR 
 
Attorneys drafted form letter for patient EMR.  
Healthcare providers no longer had to draft from 
scratch. 

Healthcare providers 

wrote 350% more letters 

helping 676 families.  

Saved clinic time. 

What happened when the heat went off? 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
Department of Health Policy 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 

POPULATION 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

Testimony Changed Utility Regulations 
 
Attorney / healthcare provider testimony reduced need 
for chronic disease re-certification and allowed nurses 
to sign letters. 

Fewer families faced 

utility shutoff, preventing 

problem. 

What happened when the heat went off? 



Access to Workers’ Compensation 
 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

Training 
 
Health insurance company trained health center’s 
administrative staff on workers’ compensation billing 
procedures. 

POPULATION 

level intervention 



Access to Workers’ Compensation 
 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

POPULATION 

level intervention 

Workers’ Compensation Clinics 
 
Providers refer patients to  monthly workers’ 
compensation clinics. Injured workers are 
interviewed by volunteer attorneys who can help 
initiate workers’ compensation claims. 



Access to Workers’ Compensation 
 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

POPULATION 

level intervention 

Integration of workers’ compensation into health 
center billing system 
 
 



Access to Workers’ Compensation 
 

PATIENT 

level intervention 

CLINIC 

level intervention 
TRAINING 

POPULATION 

level intervention 

 
Workers’ Compensation Enforcement Committee 
 
Led by the health and legal services partners in the MLP, 
the statewide collaborative of government agencies  and 
non-profit organizations work to improve farmworker 
access to workers’ compensation through reporting, 
enforcement, and the development of more effective 
statewide policies. 



Identifying Potential MLPs in Your 
Communities 

• What are the health/legal needs in your 
community? 

 

• Who are potential partners? 

 

• What resources do you have? 



www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

Helps health centers develop and 
sustain medical-legal partnerships with 
health center specific: 
 

• Toolkits 

• Webinars / trainings 

• Research and evidence 

 
www.medical-legalpartnership.org/ 
join-movement/health-centers/ 

National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership 
= NCA as of July 2014 
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135   Hospitals  
 

127   Health Centers 
   

127   Legal Aid Agencies 

 

32   Medical Schools  
 

46   Law Schools 

Go to medical-legalpartnership.org/partnerships/ to find 
partnerships In your area 

http://medical-legalpartnership.org/partnerships/
http://medical-legalpartnership.org/partnerships/
http://medical-legalpartnership.org/partnerships/
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For more information: 

         www.medical-legalpartnership.org 

 

         NCMLP 

 

         National_MLP 

           



FJ & NCMLP Collaboration 

• MLP webinar series 

– Next webinar on best practices will take place May 
2015 

 

• Farmworker MLP Learning Network 

 

 

 



For more information: 

Alexis Guild 
Migrant Health Policy Analyst 
aguild@farmworkerjustice.org 
 
www.farmworkerjustice.org 
 
Ellen Lawton 
ellawton@gwu.edu 
 
www.medical-legalpartnership.org 
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