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The 2018 Western Forum for Migrant and Community Health was held February 22-24 in beautiful (and 

snowy!) Seattle, Washington. Nearly 300 attendees from 20 states participated in the three-day event 

featuring two plenary sessions, 36 breakout sessions, 20 posters, and 22 exhibitors. This year’s theme, 

Resilient, Strong Communities, recognized the importance and power of collective action in our pursuit 

of creating sustainable, lasting change. Participants engaged in peer-learning activities and networked 

with one another as they learned about innovative programs and strategies to advance health equity.   

Thursday’s Opening Plenary began with a welcome address from Seth Doyle, Community Health               

Improvement Program Manager at Northwest Regional Primary Care Association (NWRPCA), and then 

continued with presentations from Dr. Tia Nicole Leak, Team Lead at the Health Resources and        

Services Administration (HRSA), and Joe Gallegos, Senior Vice President of Western Operations for 

the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC).  

First, Dr. Leak provided an update on the current state of the federal Health Center Program, and ad-

dressed the strategic goals of the Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC), including increasing access to 

primary health care, advancing health center quality and impact, and optimizing BPHC operations.  

Next, Mr. Gallegos provided a comprehensive overview of policy changes being considered at the     

federal level and the potential impacts these changes would have on the country’s Health Centers.       

Mr. Gallegos outlined NACHC’s advocacy strategy to address the Health Center program’s most    

pressing concerns related to Medicaid, federal funding for Health Centers, and support for the workforce 

that is needed to deliver high quality, affordable, accessible, and culturally competent care.  

The Opening Plenary concluded with a dynamic panel presentation featuring Seattle City                

Councilmember Lorena Gonzalez, Jorge Baron, executive director of Northwest Immigrant Rights    

Project, and Dr. Julian Perez, a physician at Sea Mar Community Health Centers. The panelists shared 

their insights and strategies for community engagement, emphasizing the importance of focusing on 

community assets and resilience to help communities recognize their own power and ability to advocate 

against injustice. 

   On Thursday evening participants attended a very fun and inviting poster session and                       

welcome reception. Several innovative posters from students, academics and health professionals were 

displayed highlighting best practices, programs, and research in migrant and community health.  

Friday featured a full day of robust workshops, including topics related to mental health, Community 

Health Worker workforce development, women and children’s health, and community-academic              

partnerships.   
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After more than two days of intense learning and networking, attendees gathered for the closing          

uncheon and were treated to a very lively and beautiful performance by Joyas Mestizas, a Mexican 

Folklorico youth group. Then, author Tim Z. Hernandez closed things out with a stirring presentation, 

telling stories from his most recent book All They Will Call You, which gives back the identities of the 

28 Mexican citizens killed in a 1948 plane crash that inspired the Woody Guthrie song Deportee (Plane 

Wreck  at Los Gatos). Tim’s message of our shared humanity served as a fitting reinforcement of our 

work to ensure that everyone, regardless of who they are or where they are from, deserves to have health 

care.       

NWRPCA would like to thank all of the individuals and organizations, including our sponsors, partners, 

exhibitors, planning committee, presenters, and attendees, who contributed to the success of this year’s 

Forum.  We hope you will join us for next year’s Western Forum for Migrant and Community Health, 

February 20-22, 2019, in the “City of Roses,” Portland, Oregon.  
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Joyas Mestizas perform at the closing luncheon. 
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Tim Z. Hernandez gives the closing keynote presentation. 

 

 

 


