
THE 29TH ANNUAL EAST COAST MIGRANT STREAM FORUM  

 

The North Carolina Community Health Center Association hosted the 29th annual East Coast Migrant 
Stream Forum in Miami, Florida from October 13-15, 2016. Every year since its inception in 1988, the East 
Coast Migrant Stream Forum has brought together a broad spectrum of migrant health professionals, 
from outreach workers and promotore/as to clinicians and administrators, representing Migrant/
Community Health Centers, community- and faith-based organizations, and government entities across 
the nation.  The East Coast Migrant Stream Forum provides an opportunity for attendees to connect with 
colleagues and acquire new skills and knowledge for improving services provided to migrant and seasonal 
farmworkers. This year, the forum continued to offer intensive trainings to ensure participants received 
skills-based knowledge that could be implemented at their organizations.   

Content 

The conference program offered five tracks to facilitate choosing topics that related to participant 
interests and roles at their centers: Programmatic/Administrative, Outreach/Lay Health, Policy, Clinical, 
and Research. The program addressed the Bureau of Primary Health Care’s 2016 HRSA/BPHC Overarching 
Priorities for the Migrant Stream Forums, including a variety of intensive and educational sessions on Zika 
prevention in migrant workers, Migrant Health 101, patient-centered transportation solutions, increasing 
access to care for agricultural workers, and social determinants of health.  Nearly all sessions contributed 
to the goals of improving quality health care access for MSAWs and their families and improving patient 
retention.  The forum included four intensive trainings and 16 concurrent educational sessions offered 
over the course of the three-days.   

Participants 

The 206 forum participants were a diverse group representing 23 different states.  Fifteen out of the 18 
states of the Eastern Stream were represented.  This year, 42% were first time attendees, while 29% of 
participants had attended the conference three times or more (Chart 1).  The conference continued to 
have strong participation by outreach staff: 39% of participants classified themselves as “Outreach 
Workers or Outreach Coordinators.”  “Administrator” (11%), “State/Federal Employee” (9%), and 
“Other” (14%) comprised the next highest categories pertaining to attendee occupation. Common 
responses for job title or conference role associated with “Other” included training and technical 
assistance, interpreter, program manager or director, and administrative support staff.  The conference 
also had good participation from Executive Directors/CEOs and Health/Primary Care Providers (Chart 2).  
Regardless of attendee classification, sessions were geared towards training and developing all levels of 
the workforce and the integration of skills-based techniques. An important training ground for staff new 
to farmworker health, 48% of Forum attendees had worked less than a year in farmworker health or 1-3 
years in the field.  Seasoned veterans were also well-represented with 32% of attendees having worked 
seven or more years in farmworker health. 
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 Chart 1: Attendance 

 

Chart 2: Attendee Occupation 
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Chart 3: Participant Experience 

 

 

Proceedings 

The conference kicked off on Thursday morning when 26 participants attended a site visit to the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Clínica Campesina, a Federally Qualified Health Center serving agricultural workers, in 
Homestead, Florida. Health center staff provided a tour of their urgent care facility and women’s clinic 
and discussed providing services to the local agricultural worker population (see Photo #1). The health 
center visit was followed by a tour of the Farmworker Association of Florida’s Homestead office and 
community garden (see photo #2).  The general conference program started on Thursday afternoon with 
four 3.5-hour Concurrent Intensive Training Sessions – “A Hands-On Training to Empower Community 
Health Workers to Prevent Zika in Migrant Workers,” “AG Worker Access 2020 – Increasing Access to Care 
for Ag Workers,” “Who are H-2A Workers and How Can We Connect Them to Health Insurance: Successful 
Strategies at the State and Local Level,” and “Electronic Tools for Data Collection, Evaluation, and 
Education.” Following the afternoon’s intensive training sessions, participants were given the opportunity 
to network and enjoy each other’s company at the opening welcome reception.   

Friday morning’s Opening Plenary began with a welcome by Rosa Navarro, Director of Training and 
Technical Assistance at NCCHCA, and a local greeting from Andrew Behrman, President & CEO of the 
Florida Association of Community Health Centers. The program then transitioned to the presentation of 
the Steve Shore Community Catalyst Award.  
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The Steve Shore Award is given annually to an individual, program, or agency, directly or indirectly 
involved in farmworker health, whose work has incited positive change in the health and wellness of the 
farmworker community in the “host state” or cluster of states where the East Coast Migrant Stream 
Forum is being held that year. This year’s award recipient was the Farmworker Association of Florida in 
recognition of their more than three decades of farmworker-led advocacy and community mobilization 
throughout the state of Florida.  

Tracey Orloff, Director of the Strategic Partnerships Division at the Bureau of Primary Health Care, was  
the Friday morning plenary speaker. Ms. Orloff delivered the BPHC update, which highlighted the impact  
of migrant health centers across the United States and how frontline workers contribute to the broader 
goals of the Bureau of improving access to quality care, especially to vulnerable populations (see photo 
#3).  Immediately following the plenary, participants were offered a variety of Concurrent Educational 
Sessions, including “What Do We Know about Agricultural Workers’ Social Determinants of Health?” 
“Migrant Health 101: An Introduction to Migrant Health,” “The Primary Care Provider and their 
Farmworker Patient: Occupational Hazards of Agriculture,” and “Championing Your Community: 
Strategies and Tools for Engaging in Advocacy to Address Social Determinants of Health Further the 
Health Center Movement.” 

Julie Chavez Rodriguez, Special Assistant to the President, Principal Deputy Director of Public Engagement, 

and Senior Policy Advisor in the Obama Administration, was the keynote speaker during Friday’s lunch 

program. Ms. Rodriguez shared childhood memories of working in the first farmworkers credit union with 

her grandfather Cesar Chavez and how her life trajectory and current work have been influenced by that 

time in her life. She also shared about her recent work with the White House, including the 

Administration’s response to the migration of Central American children and their families to the United 

States.  An additional round of Concurrent Educational Sessions were offered on Friday afternoon: 

“Creative Tools for Education,” “Hypertension & Cardiovascular Disease Screening in the Field: Best 

Practices for Blood Pressure Screening, Education, and Engagement for Farmworkers,” and “Pesticide 

Safety: Understanding New Worker Safety Rules and Strategies to Prevent Harm.”  

The Saturday morning plenary session featured a National Policy and Program Update from Jana Eubank, 

Associate Vice President of the Public Policy & Research Division of the National Association of Community 

Health Centers. Ms. Eubank’s update focused on the potential impacts of the presidential election on 

Migrant and Community Health Centers, concerns about the health center funding cliff, an overview of 

Medicaid expansion nationwide, and how to be a health center advocate. Saturday morning and early 

afternoon included two rounds of educational sessions.  
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The first sessions were “Not Just a Ride: Opportunities to Address Healthcare Costs and Strengthen 

Patient-Centered Transportation Solutions,” “Implementing the Protocol for Responding to and Assessing 

Patient Assets, Risks and Experiences (PRAPARE Social Determinants of Health Survey) at HRHCare,” 

“Using Promotores(as) de Salud to Address Mental Health in Latino Communities,” and “Immigration 

Policy 101: What Migrant and Community Health Staff Need to Know” (see photo #5).  

The final group of sessions offered were “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Farmworkers: 

Collecting Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Data and Achieving Health Equity,” “Clinical 

Coordination for Patients on the Move: Lessons and Barriers in Establishing Continuity of Care,” 

“Collaboration Between Vecinos Farmworker Health Program and Western Carolina University Physical 

Therapy Faculty and Students to Address Musculoskeletal Symptoms Among Farmworkers: Needs 

Assessment, Research, Health Promotion and Advocacy,” and “Immigration Status and Healthcare: An 

Update for Healthcare Providers.”  

The closing lunch program featured Dr. Charles “Charlie” D. Thompson, Professor of Cultural 
Anthropology and Documentary Studies at Duke University.  Dr. Thompson showed a short film that he 
produced/directed about the Bracero Program and the elderly former farmworkers who are still waiting 
to be paid for their labor by the United States government several decades after the close of the program. 
He also read excerpts from his most recent book, Border Odyssey: Traveling the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, which chronicles his 1,969 mile drive along the US-Mexico border. Dr. Thompson’s presentation 
inspired many questions among attendees and generated conversation about how to be supportive of the 
Braceros in the U.S. farmworker movement.  

Finally of note, there was one additional meeting which took place alongside the conference.  The 
voucher program meeting was led by the National Center for Farmworker Health on the morning of 
October 13th.   
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Tracking to Success 

In order to ensure that the Forum provided participants with valuable knowledge and skills that they 

could utilize in their everyday work environment, Tracking to Success evaluation forms were distributed 

and collected onsite for the Intensive Trainings. Short paper surveys as well as electronic evaluations were 

distributed to determine the effectiveness of Concurrent Educational Sessions and plenary presentations.   

 

Concurrent Intensive Trainings 

 

Chart 4: A Hands-On Training to Empower Community Health Workers to Prevent Zika in Migrant Workers 

 

In this 3-hour intensive training, Julio Taillepierre and Eva de Vallescar provided community health 

workers and other providing health information to migrants with basic information regarding Zika 

transmission, symptoms, and prevention strategies. The training provided a special focus on how to adapt 

emerging Zika information so it fits the needs of migrant communities who speak Spanish and other 

languages and whose health practices might differ from the mainstream population. 90% of participants 

reported that the presentation was well-organized and consisted of quality content and meaningful 

activities. 95% rated the presentation as led by engaging speakers and applicable to their work. 86% 

indicated that participation was encouraged.  
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Chart 5: AG Worker Access 2020 – Increasing Access to Care for Ag Workers 

 

 

This 3-hour intensive training by the National Center for Farmworker Health provided an overview of the 

federal definition of agriculture, including qualifying tasks and industries, the classification of agricultural 

workers, and guidance from the 2015 Uniform Data System for accurate reporting. 89% of attendees 

reported that the presentation was well-organized, 87% indicated that participation was encouraged, and 

82% found the content to be applicable to their work. 79% felt that the session consisted of quality 

content, 76% rated the speaker as engaging, and 63% agreed that the workshop included meaningful 

group activities. 
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Chart 6: Who are H-2A Workers and How Can We Connect Them to Health Insurance: Successful 

Strategies at the State and Local Level 

 

 

During this 3-hour training, participants learned about the H-2A program and how to facilitate access to 

health care and health insurance, based on strategies developed in North Carolina. It also included 

information about H-2A workers’ rights and obligations under the Affordable Care Act, including how the 

ACA affects H-2A worker access to health care.  
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Chart 7: Electronic Tools for Data Collection, Evaluation, and Education 

 

 

This 3-hour intensive training session provided step-by-step, hands-on learning with the use of “clickers” 

for data collection. Trainers addressed the benefits and challenges of using audience response 

technology, walked participants through the development, implementation, and management of a brief 

TurningPoint survey, and shared common issues and solutions. 100% of participants reported that 

participation was encouraged, and 70% said that speakers were engaging and offered meaningful group 

activities. 60% of attendees rated the workshop content as applicable to their work, and 50% felt that the 

presentation was well-organized and provided quality content.  
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Overall Conference Tracking to Success 

Participants were asked to share two key concepts that they will most likely remember from the 

conference. The top four responses were: how to identify agricultural workers/definitions of agricultural 

workers; pesticides and other worker safety issues; social determinants of health and PRAPARE tool; and 

the importance of taking blood pressure and the correct way to do it.  

The top five sessions ranked as most engaging were: “Agricultural Worker Access 2020,” “Migrant Health 

101,” lunch keynote address by Julie Chavez Rodriguez, “What Do We Know about Agricultural Workers’ 

Social Determinants of Health?,” and “Using Promotores(as) de Salud to Address Mental Health in Latino 

Communities.” These sessions represented three out of the five conference tracks – research, outreach, 

and programmatic/administrative.  

Among all respondents, 98.6% reported feeling very confident or somewhat confident that they will be 

able to implement something learned from the conference at their organization. 

 

Chart 8: How confident are you that you will be able to implement something learned from this 

conference at your organization?  
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Future Recommendations: 

Feedback received from conference participants was overwhelmingly positive. Recommendations for 

implementation at the 2017 East Coast Migrant Stream Forum include: offering a greater variety of topics 

and an expanded pool of presenters who participate in the conference, hosting more vendors/exhibitors 

in an improved exhibitor space, facilitating networking activities to support participants in getting to know 

their conference colleagues, and offering a welcome session before the start of the first concurrent 

sessions on Thursday to promote unity and solidarity building.  

Survey respondents provided a plethora of future topic suggestions, including: how to identify, diagnose, 

treat and report pesticide related illness and scientific studies that show links between chronic exposures 

and long-term chronic illnesses; curaderismo/traditional beliefs and healing practices within the Latino 

farmworker population; HRSA Health center requirements 101; behavioral health services and the 

importance of recognizing impact of language and culture in care; diabetes nutrition and health 

education; and child labor in the fields. With the continued support of our funders, the innovative thinking 

of our planning committee, and the visionary leadership of NCCHCA staff members, the East Coast 

Migrant Stream Forum will continue to provide an avenue by which outreach workers, farmworker 

educators, and migrant/seasonal farmworker advocates can meet and learn from experts in the field and 

peer-to-peer interactions. 
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Participants touring the urgent-care facility and women’s clinic at the  
                                  Martin Luther King, Jr. Clínica Campesina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The health center visit was followed by a tour of the 
Farmworker Associatioin of Florida’s Homestead office and 

community garden. 
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Friday morning plenary speaker, Tracey Orloff, Director of the Strategic Partnerships Division at the 
Bureau of Primary Health Care delivered the BPHC update. 
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Rosa Navarro, Director of Training & Technical Assistance, NCCHCA; Julie Chavez Rodriguez, Special 
Assistant to the President, Principal Deputy Director of Public Engagement, and Senior Policy Advisor in the 
Obama Administration (keynote speaker during Friday’s lunch program); Mel Goodwin, Community 
Development & Special Populations Coordinator, NCCHCA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger Rosenthal presenting “Immigration Policy 101:  What Migrant and Community Health Staff Need to 
Know” 

  


